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Instructions
Answer all questions in the spaces provided.

Question 1 (2 marks)
Outline two reasons why laws may need to be changed by parliament.

Question 2 (3 marks)

Using one example of an exclusive area of law-making under the Constitution, explain the power
over the state parliaments that this gives the Commonwealth Parliament. Comment on why this
power may have been made exclusive at federation rather than residual.

Question 3 (2 marks)
Outline the original jurisdiction of the County Court.
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Question 4 (7 marks)
The High Court plays a role in protecting express rights, implied rights and structural protections,
insofar as they rely on sections in the Constitution.

a. Discuss the significance of one High Court case in terms of its impact on the protection of
constitutional rights in Australia.
4 marks
b. Differentiate between the three ways of protecting rights as named above.
3 marks
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Question 5 (6 marks)
The legal system in Australia is in a process of constant evolution.

a. Describe the three elements of an effective legal system.
3 marks
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b. Explain one recent change that was made to the operation of the legal system in order to
improve its effectiveness.
3 marks

Question 6 (6 marks)
Explain how the referral of powers has the ability to alter the division of power between state and
federal parliaments, and discuss two weaknesses of this process.

6 marks
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Question 7 (2 marks)
Provide two effects of statutory interpretation, as performed by judges in the resolution of disputes.
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Question 8 (5 marks)
Critically examine the effectiveness of arbitration as a method of dispute resolution, taking into
account in your answer the way it is used in the court system and the Victorian Civil and
Administrative Tribunal.
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Question 9 (4 marks)
Civil trials are generally disputes where one individual wants something from another individual, and
the other individual disputes they have to give it.

a. Define ‘damages’ in relation to a civil trial.
1 mark
b. Describe what parties might reasonably be able to expect from their civil directions hearing,
and outline the purpose of having a hearing like this.
3 marks
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Question 10 (8 marks)
Analyse the relationship between the courts and parliament as law-makers. In your answer, explain
the way in which each body goes about making law.
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Question 11 (7 marks)

Compare the operation of the courts and the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal in terms of
the general rules of evidence and procedure usually applied, and in terms of the role and function of
the third party to the dispute.
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Question 12 (8 marks)
Explain two weaknesses of juries as arbiters of fact in the legal system, and discuss the extent to
which two reforms and/or alternatives to the current system might fix these weaknesses.
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Question 13 (10 marks)
The effectiveness of parliament relies heavily on the ability of the people to have input into, and
influence, the law-making process.

To what extent do you agree? Give reasons for your answer.
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END OF QUESTION BOOK
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Extra space for responses

Clearly number all responses in this space
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