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LEGAL STUDIES UNITS 3 AND 4                                           

LEGAL STUDIES UNITS 3 AND 4
Practice written examination 2010

(Updated 2011)
Reading time: 15 minutes

Writing time: 2 hours
Question AND ANSWER book

Structure of book
	Number of questions
	Number of questions
 to be answered
	Number of marks

	15

	15
	70


	Students are permitted to bring into the examination room: pens, pencils, highlighters, erasers, sharpeners and rulers. 

Students are NOT permitted to bring into the examination room: blank sheets of paper and/or white-out liquid/tape.

No calculator is allowed in this examination. 

Materials supplied
Question and answer book. 

Additional space is available at the end of the book if you need extra paper to complete an answer. Clearly label all answers with the appropriate question number.

Instructions
You should make use of stimulus material where it is included. However, it is not intended that this material will provide you with all the information to fully answer the question. 

All written responses must be in English. 




Students are NOT permitted to bring mobile phones and/or any other unauthorised electronic devices into the examination room.

Instructions
Answer all questions in the spaces provided. 


Question 1

Jenny has just been charged with possession of marijuana and will appear in the Magistrates’ Court today for a bail application.

a. Explain two possible outcomes of this bail application. 
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b. Outline one other area of the criminal jurisdiction of the Magistrates Court
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Question 2
Explain why the government must be both representative and responsible.
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Question 3

The Taxation Administration Act 2010 (Vic.) has just been passed by the Victorian Parliament.

a.
Describe two roles of the Upper House of the Victorian Parliament. 
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b. ‘The Taxation Administration Act 2010 (Vic.) could be challenged in the High Court’. Explain how Section 109 of the Commonwealth Constitution can affect this law. 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


2 marks

Question 4

a.
Explain how the legislative powers of the Commonwealth Parliament can be altered by High Court interpretation of the Constitution.
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b.
Using an example, explain the impact of High Court interpretation of the Constitution on the legislative powers of the Commonwealth Parliament.
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Question 5
Describe the general purposes of criminal sanction. Discuss one criminal sanction and evaluate its effectiveness in fulfilling the purposes of criminal sanctions identified. 
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Question 6

Sam, a 14-year-old girl, was playing football in an under 14 competition. She made a complaint against a junior football league for excluding her from the competition. Sam has been advised to make an application to the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal in order to resolve this problem. 

a.
Outline the role of VCAT in settling this dispute. 
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b.
Explain two advantages of tribunals in resolving disputes. 
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Question 7

‘Judges have adopted a number of approaches to assist in the interpretation of legislation. However, the key question for the courts remains: “What was the intention of parliament when it made the law?” The laws made by parliament should prevail.’
a.
Explain the above statement.
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b.
Describe two effects of statutory interpretation.
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Question 8

a.
Explain two restrictions imposed on the Commonwealth Parliament and two restrictions imposed on the state parliaments by the Commonwealth Constitution.
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b.
Explain the referendum process through which the Constitution is able to be changed.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


2 marks 

c.
Explain the extent to which referendums have been successful in altering the division of law-making powers between the federal and state parliaments. 
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d.
Outline two reasons why referendums have been unsuccessful in altering the division of law-making powers between the federal and state parliaments. 
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Question 9

‘In a criminal trial the decision regarding whether an accused is guilty or not guilty should be made by a panel of judges. The jury should be abolished.’

Critically evaluate two reasons to support this statement.
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Question 10 

Identify one civil pre-trial procedure and explain how that civil pre-trial procedures can both assist and limit the achievement of the timely resolution of disputes.
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Question 11

Explain one remedy available to a court in a civil case and explain the purpose of this remedy. 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


2 marks

Question 12

Outline the appellate jurisdiction of the County Court.
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Question 13

Outline two reasons why the law may need to change.
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Question 14
Briefly outline the relationship between parliament and the courts in law-making.
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Question 15
A judge in the County Court said, ‘There are problems with our legal system and it fails to be as effective as it could be’.
Comment on the quotation. Include in your answer an evaluation of two changes or recommendations for change that have improved, or would improve, the effective operation of the legal system.
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