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LEGAL STUDIES UNITS 3 AND 4

Practice written examination 2008

Reading time: 15 minutes

Writing time: 2 hours

Question and answer book

Structure of book

	Number of questions
	Number of questions
 to be answered
	Number of marks

	13

	13
	70


· Students are permitted to bring into the examination room: pens, pencils, highlighters, erasers, sharpeners and rulers. 

· Students are NOT permitted to bring into the examination room: blank sheets of paper and/or white-out liquid/tape.

· No calculator is allowed in this examination. 

Materials supplied 

· Question and answer book. 

· Additional space is available at the end of the book if you need extra paper to complete an answer. 

Instructions 

· You should make use of stimulus material where it is included. However, it is not intended that this material will provide you with all the information to fully answer the question. 

· All written responses must be in English. Students are NOT permitted to bring mobile phones and/or any other unauthorised electronic devices into the examination room.

· Additional space is available at the end of this book if you need extra space to complete an answer. Clearly label all answers with the appropriate question number.

Students are NOT permitted to bring mobile phones and/or any other unauthorised electronic devices into the examination room.

Instructions
Answer all questions in the spaces provided. 
Question 1

a. Outline, with the use of examples, two reasons why laws may need to be changed.
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b. Outline how an individual can contribute to changing the law.
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c. Outline the role of the Victorian Law Reform Commission in influencing a change in the law.
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Question 2
Outline two roles of the Governor-General.
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Question 3

Outline the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court.
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Question 4

Explain two features of the Victorian jury system.
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Question 5

Outline two powers given to the police to investigate crime.
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Question 6

Define the term ‘statutory interpretation’ and give two reasons why judges may need to interpret statutes.
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Question 7

Explain four major features of the adversary system of trial and contrast these features with those of the Inquisitorial system.
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


8 marks

Question 8 

Explain the relationship between the courts and Parliament in law-making.
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Question 9

Explain the operation of the doctrine of precedent.
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Question 10

Courts and tribunals utilise a range of dispute resolution methods. Compare and contrast arbitration and judicial determination as dispute resolution methods and evaluate their effectiveness.
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Question 11

Discuss the strengths and weaknesses of law-making by Parliament.
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Question 12

Explain how criminal pre-trial procedures contribute to an effective legal system.  
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Question 13

Explain how the Constitution divides law-making powers between the state and Commonwealth Parliaments. Discuss, using High Court cases, the impact of High Court interpretation of the Constitution on the law-making powers of the state and/or Commonwealth Parliaments.
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END OF QUESTION AND ANSWER BOOK
Extra space for responses

Clearly number all responses in this space.
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