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ENGLISH: STASILAND 
 
Anna Funder constructs a black and white view of victims and perpetrators in ‘Stasiland’. To 
what extent do you agree? 
 
 
To an extent, the victims and perpetrators in ‘Stasiland ’are portrayed by Funder in a black and 
white manner. Funder overtly presents Miriam, Frau Paul and Julia as the victims while Herr Bock, 
Herr Winz and Von-Schnitzler are seen as perpetrators. She constructs this black and white view 
through emphasising the loss, suffering and trauma experienced by the victims whilst expressing 
the ruthless and inhumane actions carried out by the Stasi. Other characters however, such as Herr 
Christian, Heinz Koch and Hagen Koch are constructed in a more complex manner and this 
therefore shows the grey area existing between the black and white portrayals and depicts the 
different ‘consciences’ within each of the characters.   
 
Funder conveys a black and white portrayal of the primary victims in the text to a large extent 
through allowing the characters to tell their stories whilst making use of her own voice as a narrator. 
Her narrative voice gives rise to interpretations and assumptions and therefore influences the 
reader to feel sympathy for those wronged by the Stasi. Although biased, this technique 
consequently portrays those who acted immorally towards the victims negatively and thus the 
reader is presented with black and white view of the victims and their subsequent offenders. 
Through narration, Funder often includes her own opinions and observations to further evoke 
sympathy towards the characters. Frau Paul is observed by Funder to have been “Already holding a 
pressed handkerchief.” pg 204. The inclusion of this information enables Funder to evoke sympathy 
towards her and emphasise her vulnerable character. Funder also assumes that she has been 
deeply affected by the GDR. She often uses assumptions through her narrative voice to further 
divide the perpetrators from the victims. Julia is described as a ‘Hermit crab’ pg 90. This allows 
Funder to convey her shy, vulnerable and innocent nature and as one is often inclined to side with 
and feel sympathy for a victim, the reader is made to feel completely sympathetic towards Julia 
without doubts. Furthermore, Funder positions the reader to see Miriam as a brave character that 
stood up to the GDR regime. She is never depicted in a negative light, only through a positive one 
to portray her heroic actions and feel sympathy for the trauma and tics she now experiences as a 
result of confinement.  
 
The main perpetrators are largely depicted negatively in a black and white manner. Herr Bock, Herr 
Winz and Von-Schnitzler are conveyed only as dark, cold and inhumane characters devoid of 
happiness, innocence and altruism.  The reader is positioned by Funder through narration and the 
use of vivid imagery to view these characters in a negative light, evoking feelings of uneasiness, 
fear and shock in regards to their beliefs. Herr Bock is an intimidating character who holds the same 
beliefs he did when he was working for the Stasi. “Here he is once more getting the trust of his 
people and selling them cheap.” 202. It evidently absurd to Funder that there is no sign or remorse 
in these characters and the motives of these men will never change. Through this, she is able to 
portray them purely as perpetrators. Vivid imagery and attention to minute details allows Funder to 
paint an image in the reader’s mind to further emphasise the disturbed nature of the wrongdoing 
Stasi men. Von-Schnitzler is depicted as an offensive and loud ‘bully’. “He looks at me and I can 
see the tiny red veins filigreed across his eyeballs.”pg 138. This emphasises his irrational nature, 
further conveying his rage and inability to exert control over his actions. The inability to exert control 
over oneself can then be linked with the GDR regime, whereby the perpetrators in power of the 
GDR had a deep desire for power which obstructed the view of all else. The red veins through Von 
Schnitzler’s eyes therefore show the dark thoughts of the perpetrators, their aspiration for power 
and profound belief for the GDR’s ideologies. This constructs a negative insight into the intentions of 
these men and the reader is made to view them as selfish and rude characters, qualities of which 
are unappealing.  
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Whilst to large extent, Funder presents the victims and perpetrators in black and white, other 
characters are portrayed in a more intricate manner. This allows Funder to show the different 
consciences present in each character and the extent to which they have been affected by the 
Stasi. Through analysing a wide range of people who have lived through the GDR society, Funder is 
able to better represent the reality of East Germany and thus endow a greater sense of credibility 
through her writing. If the characters in the text were purely written in a black and white form, the 
reader is unlikely to trust Funder’s opinions and perhaps not perceive the main victims and 
perpetrators with strong emotions. Therefore the grey area between the two is presented so as to 
allow the reader to trust Funder as a narrator and enhance the negativity towards the Stasi men and 
the sympathy towards the victims.  
 
Heinz Koch, Hagen Koch and Herr Christian are depicted as perpetrators who no longer believe in 
the GDR’s ideologies. Although they worked for the Stasi, they are not categorised as perpetrators 
by Funder as they have shown remorse and regret for taking part. Funder uses these characters to 
show the contrasting views between the real perpetrators, and those who worked for the Stasi but 
did not believe in their ideologies. “I think of herr winz and herr Christian and herr Koch and the 
different kinds of consciences there are.”pg 193-3 Herr Winz is described by Funder to have a dark 
conscience and is therefore depicted as a perpetrator. Herr Christian however, only worked for the 
Stasi as he was a stickler for the law. Funder represents his complex character through his smile, 
described as that of ‘a gangster, or an angel’. Pg 149. This shows that he is not a victim nor a 
perpetrator but a regular citizen who thought his job was similar to a policeman. Herr Koch, was 
brought up to believe in the GDR as a result of the threats from the Stasi to his father. This 
character shows that one with good morals can ultimately rise above the GDR’s attempt of 
indoctrination and control. Hagen Koch was able to rebel against the Stasi through stealing the plate 
despite his pro-GDR upbringing. Even though he worked for the Stasi for a while, eventually he was 
able to realise their corrupt nature and leave. 
 
The reader is positioned to a large extent, to view the victims and perpetrators in ‘Stasiland’ in black 
and white. The primary victims and perpetrators are depicted in this way to show the brutal and 
inhumane actions of the Stasi whilst evoking sympathy towards the victims. Not all characters 
however, are presented in this way as some are portrayed in a way that neither fits into the category 
of a victim or a perpetrator. These characters show the different levels and consciences in the GDR 
society and therefore depict the reality of East Germany.  
 



6 steps to atar success
Step 1: Get Ahead

It has been well documented that those students who address 
materials in advance of school find it much easier to grasp 
concepts in the classroom. They also save significant time 
on their homework and study, and achieve higher test and 
examination scores. Our “Head Start Lectures” are designed 
to provide students with the best possible head start in a 
highly effective, time efficient and relatively painless manner! 
During the course of these programs, we will work through 
materials to an A+ standard, introduce students to potential 
examination questions and deliver vital tips regarding 
assessments and Year 11 & 12 survival skills.

Step 2: Extend & Keep Learned Knowledge Alive

Rather than ignoring materials after they have been assessed 
at school, and then wasting huge amounts of time re-learning 
the same materials in the stressful weeks leading up to the 
exams, keep learned knowledge alive with well structured, 
strategically timed reviews. Our “Master Classes” are highly 
specialised weekly tuition programs which review and then 
extend on the knowledge taught at schools, and guarantee 
to significantly improve Year 11 & 12 scores. These powerful 
courses are designed to ensure that students reach their full 
potential, be that a two grade improvement or the elite A and 
A+ scores! (Note: Our average ATAR score in 2012 was 95.40!). 

Step 3: Review and Refine

Our  “Exam Revision Lectures” are well renowned for 
providing the most in-depth preparation for the mid-year, trial 
and final examinations. During the course of these lectures, 
we will review and then extend on the knowledge taught at 
school, expose students to vital hints and exam tricks, and 
clarify classical errors that cost students valuable marks in the 
exams. Every student also receives a thorough set of A+ notes 
that will save hundreds of hours in study time!

Step 4: Exposure

In order to perform well in the exams, students need to work 
through as many examination style questions as possible, as 
well as master the potential tricks and traps that could appear 
in the exams. Every student who attends a TSFX program 
receives a large collection of unique examination style 
questions per subject, to ensure they are optimally prepared 
for their examinations. 

Step 5: Effective Study Skills & Exam Strategies

Significant time and effort is placed into study and learning, 
yet the majority of students do not obtain the results that 
reflect their commitment and potential. Learn how to achieve 
those higher ATAR scores (and cut down on stress and study 
time) with our unique & exclusive study skills and exam 
strategy lectures. These lectures are FREE OF CHARGE to 
students, however, we do require that students make a $10 
donation to charity on the day.

Step 6: Knowledge is Power

Join edgeonline for FREE access to a huge collection of A+ 
essays and projects, weekly study/exam tips, free study skills/
exam strategy lectures, trial exams, critical updates and much, 
much more!

To secure your FREE edgeonline membership (and to be kept 
informed of TSFX programs), please call TSFX or register online 
at www.tsfx.com.au/resources.
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what are students saying about tsfx?

“Excellent lecturer. 

Engaging. Notes 

are amazing, 

well worth it.”

“TSFX has really boosted my confidence in class and now I’m really enjoying school. ”

“TSFX is fantastic, 

I don’t know how I 

would have made 

it through Year 12 

without them.”

” I can truly say that these lectures have definitely made a huge difference to 
my grades.”

“The 600 km 
travelled and 

money spent was 

most definitely 

worth it. I’d do it 

again any day.”


