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Dear Gran

This is the
hieu di dau
isn’t a hell

I’m sorry f
defence, I 
upon other
conscious 
strength. I
somehow. 

Do you rem
love weari
you embro
hate for ao
all that. I h
couldn’t ev

You used t
folklore. I 
never mad
number of
was to wid
was denyin

I made you
my peers b

I didn’t re
of gravity,

I don’t’ fo
you manag

I didn’t kn
dear grand
part of my

I take Viet
gap I inten
rediscover

Your regre

Assessor com
 A pr
 Tho
 Evo
 Wel
 This
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Sample B 

3rd of Novembe

e Botanical Cem
es Hwy 
e VIC 3411 

ndmother, 

e apology that y
u’ (The first vic
l, then the regre

for being asham
was so lonely. I
r people’s perc
and exposed. Y

I thought if I cou

member when I
ing ao dai, espe
oidered and the 
o dai and the lo
hurt you, who lo
ven accept me a

to try and teach
scoffed at you a

de an effort to tr
f students of Asi
den that gap bet
ng you too. 

ur voice nonsen
became. 

alise that my co
 always pulling

rget how even w
ged to fold a tho

now how big a p
dmother, that o

yself now that yo

tnamese classes
ntionally create
r me again. 

etful grand-dau

mments 
rovocative res

oughtful appro
ocative in its s
ll controlled, w
s is an upper-r

er 2011 

metary 

you deserved, w
ce is a lack of fi
et and shame th

med of you, for 
I wanted to bel
eptions of me. W

You were able to
uld connect wit

I told you I hate
ecially the beau
vivid butterflie

ook of hurt that 
oved me uncon
as I truly was. 

h me Vietnames
and complained
ry and commun
ian background
tween the other

nsical to me bec

onnection with 
g me to my feet 

when I distance
ousand paper c

part of my life y
only by truly con
ou are gone. I w

s now, did you k
ed could ever be

ughter, 

sponse full of 
oach, effective
implicity. 
with a satisfyi
range respons

which I was neve
ilial piety), so I 
hat bears upon 

abandoning my
long, needed to 
When you look 
o stay strong an
th someone on e

ed wearing ao d
utiful silken blue
es which you kn
cast over your f
ditionally and w

e, every Saturd
d incessantly bu

nicate with you a
d. My difference
rs and me. So I 

cause in my min

them was as fra
and allowing m

ed myself from y
cranes in the sp

you had become
nnecting to a pe
will spend the r

know? But even
e rectified. But 

f pathos. 
ely developing

ing sense of co
se. 

Published: 3 

er able to give t
guess if there i
me everyday is 

y culture and fo
belong because
so different and
nd continue to b
even a superfici

dai (Vietnamese
e one which you

new I loved. But
face that never

whom I was so 

day you’d expla
ut you, in all yo
anymore after I
e was made pai
took the cowar

nd, the stronger

agile as a threa
me to stand upri

you, you still ba
ace of three mo

e until you went
erson who can a
est of my life try

n then I write th
one day, I will 

g the implicati

ompletion. 

February 2012

to you when you
is a hell then I’m
sufficient a pun

oolishly chasing
e somehow I att
d live such a cu
be who you alw
ial level then I w

e traditional dre
u sewed for me.
t I also rememb
r left and etched
close to, in favo

in to me the sig
our patient wisd
I started school
nfully aware an

rd way out and d

r your presence

ad of silk whilst 
ight. 

athed me in lov
onths so that I c

t to sleep one da
accept me as I a

rying to find som

his apology in E
try my best to w

ions of the pro

u were alive. Yo
m going to burn
nishment I think

g something tha
tributed my self

ulturally differen
ways were but I 

was finding a p

ess) because it 
. I still rememb

ber how I ripped
d itself into your
our of a tenuou

gnificance of a p
dom, still tolera
l, where I could
nd to immerse m
denied my cultu

e in my life, the 

my bond with y

e. I remember m
could have a wi

ay and didn’t w
am, can I find o
mething reclaim

English which yo
write this apolog

ompt. 

ou used to say 
n in it for all ete
k. 

at was never me
f worth as being
nt life you beco
could never fin

place, finding m

was ugly? That
er the dainty ch
d it in front of y
r features – yes

us connection w

proverb or the m
ated my blatant 
d count with one
myself in Vietna
ure which really

weaker my con

you was like the

my sixteenth bir
ish. 

wake up again. I
out who I am. I 
mable: a place w

ou can’t read. I
gy in Vietname

‘Bac hanh lay 
ernity. If there 

e. In my 
g dependent 

ome self-
nd that 
my worth, 

t wasn’t true. I 
hrysanthemums
you to prove my
s, I remember 

with people who 

moral of a 
rudeness. I 
e hand the 
amese culture 
y meant that I 

nnection with 

e magnetic pull

rthday when 

I realise now, 
have lost a 

with you. 

I wonder if the 
ese. I will try to 
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