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Advance Australia… within reason 

Who is Australia’s Head of State? Who (technically) runs the show around here? Is it the 

democratically-elected Prime Minister? 

Not only is our Head of State not someone we voted for, she’s not even Australian. 

Technically, the person who presides over everything: our government, our parliament, our 

courts…is the Queen of England. Which is weird, right? Because the Queen doesn’t seem to 

do anything in Australia. She barely leaves merry old England and how many of you here 

today can even name her representative, the Governor General?  

Hence, from the patriotic practical people of Australia the Republican movement has 

sprung. Wouldn’t it be better for our Head of State to be an Australian-born, true blue 

President? Wouldn’t it be better if Australia became a Republic?  

Well, no, actually, it wouldn’t be. And before you jump down my throat with cries of “un-

Australian!” and “Monarchist!” hear me out. I am no Monarchist:  I’m not a huge fan of the 

Royals. I didn’t even tune in for the infamous Wills and Kate wedding! My opposition to 

Australia becoming a Republic is not some idolisation of tradition or love of Harry’s recent 

Vegas nude photos.  

My opposition to the Republican movement is far more reasoned: it does not make financial, 

political or logical sense. When faced with principle versus pragmatism in the modern 

world, pragmatism will win for me every time. And there are some real benefits to keeping 

our current system of a Constitutional Monarchy which far outweigh the idealistic principle 

of becoming a Republic. 

First and foremost, becoming a Republic would be a colossal waste of money. It is estimated 

that the change would cost taxpayers $2.5 billion. Not only would we have to pay to hold 

the necessary referendums and build new offices, but change our medals, flag, institution 

names and release a new, Queen-free currency. That’s $2.5 billion and countless government 

official hours spent on a seemingly never ending Republican-to-do list. Wouldn’t you rather 

direct your tax dollars towards education, health or foreign aid? 

Have you ever heard the phrase “if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it”? We live in one of the most 

peaceful, stable and democratic nations on the planet. Our election process is fair and 

effective and we have the checks and balances to prevent political corruption. Why risk 

these privileges and protections now to bring in a completely new system? In fact in many 

ways, it is beneficial to have a largely inactive, neutral and non-political figurehead. Earl 

Russell said it best in 1997: “the Queen is a political referee, not political player, and we 

must choose our Head of State under different criteria than we pick our politicians, lest the 

referee tries to play the game too.”  
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To which you may be thinking, but Amy, if English Monarchs don’t influence our 

parliament, what’s the point in having them at all? I’ll tell you: a safety valve. Security. The 

Governor General can dismiss any government that is corrupt or incompetent. This power 

has only been used once: in 1975 when the budget had failed to pass through the Senate. 

Action was needed and the Governor General was the man for the job- removing Prime 

Minister Whitlam and getting Australia back on track.  

Finally, I don’t think it’s wrong to assert that we are Australian, and no Royal, no matter 

how Pommy, infringes on our sense of national identity. We are a people with a strong 

national identity - one of beaches and barbeques, of helping our fellow man and barracking 

for the underdog. Are these really lessened by our ties with Britain? And, more importantly, 

would they become stronger if we became a Republic? No. Aussies are Aussies regardless of 

our Head of State.  

Most Australians would probably say they support becoming a Republic. And yet a 1999 

referendum on this question failed. Why is this? Sure, it might have been the vague 

questioning, the dodgy model or fear of the unknown. But a more simple answer is that a 

Republic is a nice idea… but so is World Peace and Australian voters are just smart enough 

to understand what is realistic. Before we even think about putting a Republic proposal up 

for a vote, we need the money, the model and the certainty to make the transition as smooth 

as possible. At the moment, this is just not the case.  

Sure, one day circumstances might change and we may be ready to take the leap to going it 

alone and becoming an independent nation. But until then there is no shame in sticking with 

what we know works: a part of the Commonwealth, prosperous, free, democratic and safe. 

And considering how lucky these things make us, I for one, am in no hurry to change.  

 

What’s the difference? 
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